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Dear Friends, 

The warmth and light of the Rebbe²s teach-

ings are the driving force behind the Passover 

Australia project, and our inspiration in en-

couraging all fellow Yidden to draw ever 

closer to our Father in heaven. 

The Passover Australia project is organised 

under the auspices of the Rabbinical College 

of Australia & New Zealand (Yeshivah Gedo-

lah), with the goal of ensuring that every Jew 

has a place for the Seder. 

Our achievements were only possible due to 

our partnership with the local community in 

Melbourne, Merkos Linyonei Chinuch in New 

York, and others from abroad. Many of our 

partners donated anonymously, either via our 

website or by post, without even being solic-

ited. To these partners we say: We don²t know 

your names, but we do know that your fine 

character exemplifies the fabric of this great com-

munity. 

Our networking with Chabad organizations both in Melbourne and abroad, and most significantly with Chabad of 

RARA, enabled us to reach many more Jewish families, and to achieve a far greater and longer-lasting impact. 

We are thankful for the privilege of being part of the Passover Australia success story, for spreading the teach-

ings of Yiddishkeit in general and the wellsprings of Chassidus in particular, and for further hastening the Geulah. 

We hope and pray that this year²s Passover Australia is truly the last, and that next year we will merit the celebra-

tion of Passover Jerusalem instead, with the true and complete redemption speedily in our days. 

The Yeshivah Gedolah Shluchim 

Organizers of Passover Australia 

Rabbinical College of Australia & NZ 
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Top row (from left to right) 

Elimelech Backman, Shloimy Neparstek, Yossi Lipskier, Mendel Lerman, 

Mendel Wineberg, Eli Shulman 

Bottom row (from left to right) 

Mendel Wilansky, Shlomo Chaim Kesselman, Sholom Cheruff, 

Menachem Rappaport, Mendel Cunin, Mendel Thaler 

A suggestion was once put forth to have a symbolic 

empty chair at the Seder, representing Jews unable 

to participate in a Seder. 

The Rebbe asked: 

Why empty? 

Find a Jew and 

seat him in that 

chair! 
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e Arrived in Coffs Harbour 

well before Pesach. We 

wished to reach out and visit as 

many Jews as possible before 

the Seder night. That gave us 

the opportunity to get to know 

them and their families and see 

what we can do to help. 

We gave out lots of Shmura 

matzos , put up Mezuzos and 

sold plenty of Jewish literature 

which we brought with us. You 

learn a lot on these house visits, 

and get a good understanding of 

the Yiden living in these far-out 

places. One thing they all share 

in common is that they moved 

here to ³get away´ from the 

busy city-like lifestyle and 

Yideshkeit too, preferring in-

stead to grow organic fields near 

the water and walk around bare-

foot, worry free. 

³Before you guys started com-

ing I was bad Jew´, said Sam, an 

Israeli born man in sixties who 

came touring to Australia, even-

tually moving to Coffs when his 

wife found a job here. ³Yet now 

I feel like a real Jew again!´  

Indeed. Sam, now known as 

Shmulik, started giving Hebrew 

classes once a week to the Jews 

living in Coffs. He would put on 

Tefillin each day we came to see 

him and would love to do it the 

whole year but he is unfortu-

nately paralysed in half his body 

and is in need of assistance. 

³That²s alright though, he told 

us, I will still read the Shema 

every day and night as you 

taught me´ 

One evening, as we were mak-

ing one of our many, many, trips 

to Coles, we heard a voice call 

out ³Shalom Aleichem´. A short 

young man stood there with 

dirty blond hair and glasses. 

There we met Elisha, an Israeli 
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surfing the coast. He learned 

in Adin Steizhalts yeshiva and 

is now taking a little ³trip 

around the world´. ³I²ll be in 

Byron Bay for the Seder´ he 

told us. 

You can guess the end of 

the story: we told him about 

our friends doing the Seder 

there and sure enough, Elisha 

parked his car in Byron and 

stayed with the Bochurim for 

the two day Yomtov! 

Shabbos was soon ap-

proaching. We knew we could 

use this opportunity to bring 

the Jews of Coffs together. So 

we reached out to a long-time 

Coffs Harbour resident, Line 

Cohen-Solal. She is a French 

born woman whom has be-

come a key player for the Cha-

bad visitors. She built herself 

a beautiful home atop the 

large mountains where lots of 

tourists come driving by to 

see the magnificent view. She 

opens her house for all of 

Coffs Jewish functions. In-

cluding Shiurim, Purim par-

ties, Chanuka lighting and 

more! 

It was a done deal: we 

would move into her house 

for Shabbos and spread the 

word about our Friday night 

Shabbos meal. Three families 

with kids came and quite a 

few more singles. What a 

sight it was, 18 people sitting 

around a Shabbos table, eat-

ing gefilte fish, singing songs 

of Shabbos overlooking the 

hills, valleys and the great 

ocean in Coffs Harbor! 

At the meal, Verne, a dol-

phin vet, approached and 

said, ³Rabbi, I just had a baby 

girl five days ago. When my 

three year old son Jaidal was 

born we gave him a Jewish 

name by his bris. How do I 

give a Jewish name to my 

newborn daughter?´ 

Before she knew it, early 

Monday morning, Erev Pesach 

we were on the line with Josh 

Goldhirsch in Melbourne. 

Hundreds of kilometres apart, 

from Yeshiva Centre in Mel-

bourne to our apartment in 

Coffs Harbor, a new little girl 

got her Jewish name. ³Adina 

Bas Vonya´ said Gabbai Em-

manuel Althause. Mazal Tov! 

We also learned from Verne 

that her son Jaidal was diag-

nosed with a brain tumor 

(R´L) and was going through 

another chemotherapy the 

day after Pesach. We made a 

grand visit to his hospital 

room on our way to the air-

port and made his day! We 

played games, did magic 

tricks and read him some kids 

books.  

A week later we received 

this email from Verne: 

³Hi Mendel 

 Jaidal is doing so fantas-

tic.  It was his BEST cycle ev-

er. He only spent 4 days in 

hospital compared to his usu-

al full week, so we are beyond 

happy.... Maybe he needs 

more visits :-)  

BH it continues that way. ³ 
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 The Seder was terrific. We 

warmly welcomed each of the 

45 people that attended. The 

energy in the  room was palpa-

ble! So many Jews coming to-

gether to celebrate freedom 

with their brothers and sisters.  

The Haggada was chanted 

together by all, and we joyfully 

sang the old traditional songs. 

Da Da Dayenu, One is Hashem, 

one is Hashem, and many oth-

ers.  There wasn²t a dry eye 

when three young boys came to 

the front to sing the Ma 

Nishtana for everyone. What a 

sight! 

We laughed together. We 

cried together. We poured out 

our hearts that night to our 

father in heaven. And after 

thanking everyone for coming 

and wishing them a good night, 

they all just stayed glued to 

their seats, fully nourished, 

body and soul. There was no 

better place in the whole world 

that night than at the Coffs 

Harbour Seder 5777. 

We would like to make a spe-

cial mention to the Bachurim 

who came along with us. 

Shloimy Lipton, Sholom Lever 

and Leib Meltzer. They were a 

tremendous help in every area! 

Masters in the kitchen and were 

amazing with interacting with 

the people. No wonder they all 

said it was the best group of 

boys Coffs has ever seen! 

Mendel Lerman & 

Menachem Rapaport 
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